
Zagreb celebrating Jewish culture 

ZAGREB, Feb 13 (Hina) -The diversity of Jewish culture in Berlin, Vienna and Prague will be 
presented in Zagreb from February to April at exhibitions, panels, film screenings and 
lectures as part of a programme called "Jewish culture in Europe: Berlin - Vienna - Prague".  

The events are being organised by the Jewish Community Beth Israel of Croatia, the Czech, 
German and Austrian embassies to Croatia, the Austrian Cultural Forum, and the Croatian 
Goethe Institute. 

This project deals with a subject of outstanding importance for Germans in Germany and 
Europe, German Ambassador Peter Annen told a news conference in Europe House on 
Thursday. We want to show that Jewish life and culture have a fruitful future in our countries 
even after the incomprehensible acts committed against them, he said. 

The programme, by respecting the importance of the past, looks both to the present and the 
future and wants to show that Jewish culture has again found its place in the lives of modern 
European capitals, said Austrian Ambassador Andrea Ikic-Boehm. With this project, we want 
to invite people in Croatia to a dialogue of culture and religion, she added. 

Czech Ambassador Martin Kosatka said he was glad his country too could contribute to the 
celebration of Jewish, Czech and European culture. We view them as a symbol of the past 
but also as a foundation of looking to the future, with due respect to the specific phenomenon 
and national identity, he said. 

The programme begins on February 19 with a round table and closes on April 10 with a 
concert. 

Jewish Community Bet Israel of Croatia president Vladimir Salamon said he was glad the 
programme consisted of a rich cultural event making a positive contribution to present-day 
cultural globalisation. 

Apart from promoting tolerance, solidarity, respect for others and those who are different, 
multi- and inter-culturality, one of the programme's basic ideas was to strengthen the Jewish 
cultural identity of the remaining Jews in Croatia, of whom there are about 2,000, he added. 

The sponsor of the programme is the Croatian government's National Minorities Council 
whose chair, Aleksandar Tolnauer, said such projects contributed to the recognition of 
culture's importance for understanding diversity. 
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